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divine  centre  of  its  being.    Thus  the  self-centred
intelligence  of   God,  whose   self-consciousness  is  at
the same time the consciousness of the ideal world;
is sharply contrasted with the division and antagonism
of the material world,  which is never  at one with
itself   but   exhibits   rather   an   endless   vicissitude
of  things that can never be   rounded  into a  com-
plete   whole.    For   in   the    finite   world   the  ideal
principles are manifested under conditions which pre-
vent them from ever attaining to perfect realisation,
and therefore, in place of one individual reality com-
pletely corresponding to its idea, we have an endless
series of imperfect existences, each of which is, so to"
speak, an effort of   nature   to   reach  the archetype
of which  it inevitably falls  short.    In so speaking
we are only using the halfrmetaphorical language of
Aristotle, who tells us that nature, being unable to
reach eternity in the individual, seeks immortality in
the species:l in  other words, that the specific form
survives,   though   the    individuals   in    which   it  is
manifested continually pass away and give place to
other individuals.    Thus all   finite  things   are   ever
realising, yet  never  once  for   all  realise   the ideal
principle which yet constitutes  their inmost nature.
Even man, as a finite subject, fails to attain to perfect
unity with that active reason which yet makes him
what he is, as a conscious and self-conscious being.

1 See Vol. I, p. 289.